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Foreword

The book you have in your hands deals with the criminal and criminological as-
pects of animal protection in Poland. Its chapters are an expansion of the scientific
debate conducted at the National Scientific Conference “Animal Protection in
Poland as a Challenge for Criminal Law and Criminology” held on March 21-22,
2024 at the Faculty of Law of the University of Bialystok. The conference was or-
ganized by the staff of the Department of Criminal Law and Criminology of the
Faculty of Law of the University of Bialystok. The members of the scientific com-
mittee of the conference were: Prof. Katarzyna Laskowska, DSc (chair); Prof. Emil
W. Plywaczewski, DSc, PhD (Hon. Causa); Prof. Ewa M. Guzik-Makaruk, DSc;
and Wojciech Filipkowski, DSc, Prof. of the UB. The members of the organizing
committee were Diana Dajnowicz-Piesiecka, PhD (chair), Aleksandra Stachelska,
PhD, and Justyna Konikowska-Kuczynska, PhD. Their cooperation led to holding
this event with the participation of scientists representing Polish scientific centers.

This conference was organized as part of a research grant funded by the
Ministry of Science and Higher Education from the “Science for Society” pro-
gram (project number NdS/536259/2021/2021). The scientific editor served as
the project coordinator and researcher. I would like to extend my sincere thanks
to my departmental colleagues for their commitment to organizing and running
this conference.

The conference’s main purpose was to analyze and assess animal protection
in Poland as a challenging topic in criminal law and criminology. The papers
presented covered the scope, role, and possibilities of criminal law in animal pro-
tection; the criminological research on crime against animals; the prevention and
combating of crimes against animals; the difficulties in enforcing animal protection
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laws; proposals for changes in criminal law to protect animals better; community
organizations in animal protection; the role of public education in promoting
animal protection; and the prevention of harm to animals.

The conference organizers sought to create a platform for a free exchange of
scientific ideas and to develop proposals for improving animal protection primarily
in criminal law. They concluded that it is necessary to strengthen the cooperation
between people representing different backgrounds who share a concern for the
fate of animals. These goals have been achieved. Conference attendees included
researchers representing various areas of science, lawyers, police officers, veteri-
narians, and representatives of non-governmental pro-animal organizations. The
participation of this diverse group of specialists, who deal with animal protection
on a daily basis, allowed each participant to expand his or her knowledge with
valuable practical information. As a result, the conference significantly contrib-
uted to raising the public awareness of animal protection and strengthening the
cooperation between different sectors, which can ultimately lead to real changes
in the legal and social system.

This book, which contains insightful analyses of animal protection laws, as
well as considerations of a criminological nature, is a further step toward improv-
ing animal protection in Poland. These bidirectional analyses aim to expand the
existing knowledge with new interpretations, insights, and proposals for action
to improve the treatment of animals in Poland. This conference monograph con-
tinues the tradition started by Prof. Emil W. Ptywaczewski of publishing works
that summarize the scientific events hosted by the Department of Criminal Law
and Criminology. Prof. E. W. Ptywaczewski - the Dean of the Faculty of Law of
the University of Bialystok from 2012 to 2019, a long-time Head of the Depart-
ment of Criminal Law and Criminology, and a former Director of the Center for
Criminological Research and Studies - has always emphasized how important
a role scientific conferences and symposiums play in scientific discourse, being
not only an opportunity for the presentation of research results, but also a place
where scientists can develop their skills, establish contacts with and inspire each
other, and then consolidate their conclusions and insights in the form of scien-
tific articles. For this reason, I would like to express my gratitude to Professor
E. W. Ptywaczewski for introducing to our scientific team the tradition of organiz-
ing conferences and meetings that expand our research perspectives, and putting
their results in the tangible form of monographs.
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In submitting this monograph to you, as its scientific editor, I am hopeful it will
enjoy a favorable reception. I sincerely believe it will prove interesting and useful to
representatives of the scientific community and practitioners. I trust that this book
will serve as an innovative contribution to the development and popularization of
knowledge in animal protection law, criminal law, and criminology. It should be
emphasized that this book is an example of cross-sector scientific cooperation, as
it was written by scientists and practitioners.

At this point, I would also like to thank Professor Piotr Chlebowicz from the
University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn and Professor Jerzy Nikotajew from
the University of Rzeszow, who agreed to review the articles published in this book.
Their valuable insights and kind advice and guidance had a significant impact on
the final shape and nature of this monograph.

Diana Dajnowicz-Piesiecka,
editor



